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A new series of special physics colloquia in honor of Erwin Schrödinger, who was a professor at UZH from 1921 – 1927.  
Lectures are intended for a broad audience from the Faculty of Science, aiming at experts and non-experts.

Gravitational Waves have now 
been discovered by LIGO, pushing 
the limits of modern technology 
and measuring extreme events 
in the universe that push the lim-
its of what seems physically pos-
sible.  This has opened up a vast 
new window on the cosmos and 
heralds a new era for astronomy 
in the 21st Century.  If we can go 
further and detect a predicted 
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gravitational wave background  
from the earliest moments of the 
Big Bang, this will push our em-
pirical handle on the universe 
back in time by 49 orders of mag-
nitude, and will allow us to ex-
plore exotic ideas in particle 
physics, a quantum theory of 
gravity, and even the possible ex-
istence of other universes.
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